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Convocation at Lahore Campus
625 graduates receive degrees

Around 625 students were awarded  
degrees at the 35th convocation of  FAST-NU  
Lahore campus on August 6. Mr. Wasim 
Sajjad, Chancellor FAST-NU, was the chief  
guest of  the convocation.
Three PhDs, 167 master and 455 bachelor 
graduates received their degrees in the con-
vocation. They were awarded degrees in 
Computer Science, Electrical Engineering, 
Business Administration, Accounting and 
Finance, Software Project Management and 

Mathematics. Gold, silver and bronze 
medals were awarded to those graduates 
who had shown excellence throughout 
their academic years. 

Rector Dr. Amir Muhammad, Dean Ac-
ademics Dr. Ayub Alvi, Director Lahore 
Campus Dr. Zafar Iqbal, faculty mem-
bers, university management, students 
and their parents attended the ceremony. 
Mr. Wasim Sajjad congratulated all the 
graduates while advising them to serve 

the nation with passion, spirit and pro-
fessional excellence. He appreciated and 
congratulated the university’s faculty and 
management for the progress made by the 
university on academic and research fronts 
within a short span of  time. 
FAST-NU was set up under Federal Charter 
in 2000, and has the distinction of  being the 
first multi-campus private university. The 
Higher Education Commission (HEC) has 

awarded FAST-NU the highest rating “W”. 
At present, over 8000 students are studying 
in undergraduate, graduate and PhD pro-
grams at FAST-NU.

Founder Chairman of  PARC and Rector FAST-NU Dr. Amir Muhammed unveils the plaque of  Dr. Amir Muhammed Avenue at NARC. The avenue is named after  
Dr. Amir Muhammed in recognition of  his memorable services for research and development in agriculture sector in Pakistan. Dr. Iftikhar Ahmad, Chairman PARC,  

Dr. M Azeem Khan, DG NARC, Dr. Muhammad Munir, Member Coordination PARC, and other senior scientists are also seen in the photo. 
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QEC presents research paper in Intl. conference 
Mr. Farrukh Idrees, Manager QEC, FAST-NU 
Islamabad campus, presented a paper on the 
role of  information technology to deploy quality 
management in an international conference of  
quality higher education recently organized 
by National University of  Modern Languages 
Islamabad. State Minister for Education Mr. 
Baligh Ur Rehman inaugurated the conference.  
More than thirty papers were presented on 
various themes of  quality education management 
giving insights to improve economic prosperity 
of  developing regions. Rector NUML awarded a 
shield of  appreciation to Mr. Farrukh Idrees for 
his research on quality management.

Research paper presented
Dr. Summaira Sarfraz, Associate Professor, Science & Humanities 
at FAST-NU Lahore campus, presented her research paper titled 
“Effectiveness of  ICT Tool for the Enhancement of  Emotive 
Vocabulary of  the Non-Native Speakers of  English  Language” — A 
corpus-based analysis in the 17th Warwick International Postgraduate 
Conference in Applied Linguistics organized by the Centre for 
Applied Linguistics Warwick UK on June 24 and 25. The paper is one 
of  the research outcomes of  the first social sciences ongoing project 
funded by ICT R&D Fund at Lahore campus. The emerging research 
concepts of  the project were highly appreciated by the participants of  
the conference. 

Participation in International Congress
Mr. Sarfraz Kiyani, Assistant 
Professor, FAST School of  
Management, Islamabad campus, 
was invited as a special guest 
speaker at International Congress 
on ‘Youth and Cultural Heritage’ 
held in OMU University, Samsun, 
Turkey from May 15 to 18, 2014. 

Mr. Kiyani conducted a workshop 
on social entrepreneurship along 
with presenting his paper on Youth 
Entrepreneurship in Pakistan. The 
conference was well attended by 
60 international guest speakers 
and 250 Turkish academicians and 
scholars.

QEC attends HEC’s 8th QEC meeting 
QEC presented the annual working 
of  FAST-NU as per Higher 
Education Commission’s Quality 
Assurance Policy, on 8th QEC 
Meeting of  ‘W’ category universities 
held at HEC Regional Center, Lahore 
from May 8 to May 9. The meeting 

was chaired by Dr. Rafiq Baloach, 
Director General Quality Assurance 
Agency, HEC. About 17 universities 
participated in the meeting. The 
work done by QEC FAST-NU was 
highly appreciated by HEC and the 
participant universities.
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Industry News

FSM, NBS organize  
conference on entrepreneurship 

The Islamabad Chamber of  Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI) and Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) have recently signed 
a memorandum of  understanding to 
work jointly towards creating a knowledge 
economy.
President ICCI Mr. Shaban Khalid and 
Executive Director HEC Professor Mansoor 
Akbar Kundi signed the understanding. ICCI 
is the foremost chamber with a progressive 
and innovative approach to sign such 
understanding with HEC recognizing the 
importance of  strengthening the connection 
of  academia, schools and universities with 
the industry to move towards a knowledge 
economy.
ICCI and HEC agreed to conduct joint 
research to understand student trends 
and to use the information to inculcate an 
entrepreneurial mindset among graduates, 
thus nurturing a conducive entrepreneurial 
ecosystem in the country. They will also 
work jointly to set up an Incubation and 
Skills Development Center to produce a 
knowledgeable and skilled workforce for 

industry including modern management 
skills.
ICCI shall contribute its input to HEC 
for development of  a demand-driven 
entrepreneurship curriculum for schools and 
universities. HEC will also consult with ICCI 
to get private sector’s input for curriculum 
development in conformity with the human 
resource needs of  trade and industry. ICCI 
shall cooperate with HEC in providing 
internship placements to university students 
in the local industry as well as in corporate 
sector.
Addressing the MoU signing ceremony, 
Higher Education Commission Chairperson 
Prof. Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed termed it a 
positive initiative for the benefit of  students 
and industry. He said both organizations 
should take practical steps to implement the 
understanding of  cooperation in order to 
achieve its desired results for the betterment 
of  our country. Signing of  the document is 
the first step which should be followed by 
some tangible measures to make progress 
towards achieving the set objectives of  MoU.

In an attempt to ignite the entrepreneurial 
spirit, FAST School of  Management (FSM), 
Islamabad campus, in collaboration with 
NUST Business School (NBS) organized First 
National Conference on Entrepreneurship 
in May 2014. The event was organized to 
educate the students on the fundamentals of  
a start-up business and to encourage them to 
take a journey of  aspiration and innovation.
The panel of  entrepreneurs included Mr. 
Adnan Shaukat, CEO Afghan TV 
and Managing Director Oxygene 
Channel, Ms. Durriyyah Usman, 
owner of  Indus School System, Mr. 
Shahid Mir, CEO INCONDOR 
Telecom (Pvt) Limited and Systems 
Research (Pvt) Limited, Mr. 
Zeeshan Shafqat, owner of  Cafe 
Roof  Top, Mr. Fawad Asghar, Chief  
Technology Officer at we.R.play, 
and Mr & Mrs. Amir, owners of  

House of  Bombay.
The conference revolved around the success 
stories, experiences, opinions from the 
guests and the questions that were asked by 
the students. The event ended successfully 
with a series of  valuable recommendations 
and guidance from the entrepreneurs. The 
conference was organized by the students of  
Business Administration with their faculty 
mentor Mr. Sarfraz Ali Kiyani.

Business and education unite for knowledge economy
Productive Scientists

Dr. Iqtadar Hussain has been awarded with 
Productive Scientist of  the Year Award and 
placed in category ‘B’, which makes him 
stand out as he is the only faculty member 
of  FAST-NU who has ever managed to be 
placed in this category. He has 45 research 
papers published in well-reputed interna-
tional journals with impact factors to his 
credit. In 2013, he became the most pro-
lific researcher of  all the five campuses of  
FAST-NU as he published 11 research pa-
pers in that year. His accumulated impact 
factor, H-index and I-10 index are 56.2, 9 
and 10 respectively.

Mr. Majid Khan, Lecturer, Department of  
Sciences and Humanities, FAST-NU, Islam-
abad campus, has been acknowledged as 
one of  the best Productive Scientists in Pa-
kistan. Mr. Majid Khan was also bestowed 
upon with the title of  the Productive Scien-
tist of  2010-11 and 2012-13. Moreover, Mr. 
Majid Khan has published 58 publications 
in highly reputed international journals. He 
has more than 480 citations.

The 2013-2014 list issued by Pakistan 
Council of  Science and Technology lists 
scientists, researchers and academicians 
with valuable and creative contribution in 
science and technology from all the univer-
sities, research and development organiza-
tions, ministries, and divisions in public 
and private sectors involved in basic and 
functional research. 



FAST-NU’s Computer Science Program 
“A hallmark of innovative and quality education”

Islamabad campus participates in Education Expo 2014

FAST-NU Islamabad campus actively 
participated in Education Expo 2014 
organized by The News at Pak-China 
Friendship Center Islamabad on June 11-12. 

Federal Information Minister 
Mr. Pervez Rasheed inaugurated 
the exhibition. The Minister and 
Chairman Higher Education 
Commission Dr. Mukhtar 
Ahmed while inspecting the 
exhibition visited FAST-NU 
stall and interacted with the 
faculty and staff. They admired 
university’s contribution 
in providing quality higher 
education to thousands of  
students at its campuses in 
major cities of  the country.
The expo happened to be an 
effective platform to exhibit 
and promote university’s 
services, higher standards 
and contribution as a quality 
higher education institution. A 

comprehensive introduction of  FAST-NU 
Islamabad campus was published in The 
News special supplement on Education 
Expo 2014. FAST-NU’s introductory 

material including brochures, prospectus and 
standees, final year projects and posters were 
also presented at the stall. 
A committed and hardworking management 
team comprising staff  and faculty worked to 
enhance university’s visibility at the expo and 
briefed visitors about the university. More 
than three hundred visitors mainly comprising 
young students seeking admissions in degree 
programs visited and took keen interest in 
FAST-NU degree programs.

The Computer Science degree program 
of  FAST-NU is one of  the leading degree 
programs offered by public and private 
universities in Pakistan. FAST-NU has so 
far produced a number of  able computer 
scientists, who are setting new standards in 
the rapidly growing computer industry around 
the globe. The BS program is focused on 
developing an in-depth understanding of  both  
theoretical and practical aspects of  computer 

science through thorough course work 
including research and development spanning 
over a period of  four years. Students are given 
unique opportunities to go beyond traditional 
computer science and get themselves involved 
in research activities through various research 
and industrial collaboration programs carried 
out at the campuses. This ensures a broad 
based educational foundation that prepares 
them for leadership roles along diverse career 
paths.
To equip students with modern trends in 
the ever changing field of  computer science, 
courses are offered in concentration areas 
of  Semantic Web, Multi-Agent Intelligent 
Systems, Networks, Data Mining and 
Data Warehousing, Software Engineering 
and Quality Assurance, Graphics and 
Game Programming, Image Processing, 

Soft Computing, Corporate and Business 
Computing, and E-commerce to name a few. 
Students select courses from these areas 
to match with their future career options 
in a broad range of  industrial, corporate, 
multinational, governmental and non-
governmental organizations. Our course 
work is tailored according to the international 
standards to nurture capacity building 
and original thinking in our graduates for 
enduring learning. 
The computer science graduates of  FAST-
Nu are highly sought after by a majority of  
national and international IT industry.They 
are working in a number of  leading local and 
international IT companies in various capac-
ities like software engineers, programmers, 
web developers, games programmers and 
computer graphic designers.

Contact: Dr. M. Latif  Virk, Registrar, National University of  Computer & Emerging Sciences, 
FAST House, Rohtas Road, G-9/4, Islamabad. Email: newsletter@nu.edu.pk Phone: 051-2264629, Edited & designed by: H.A. Minhas

Printed at PanGraphics (Pvt.) Ltd., Islamabad


